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The following definitions have, in some cases, been developed to address the
particular considerations of building or facility obsolescence, as discussed by the
committee. Readers may wish to refer to the several texts and articles cited
throughout this report for additional information on or detailed discussion of
these terms.

ACCESSIBLE SERVICE AREAS. Space designed into a facility specifically
to facilitate maintenance, repair, and modification of one or more building
subsystems. Interstitial space (e.g., in ceilings), raised access floors, and
electrical and mechanical canyons are examples of accessible service areas.

ADAPTIVE REUSE. Conversion of a facility or part of a facility to a use
significantly different from that for which it was originally designed.

BUILDING.  Type of constructed facility.

BUILDING PORTFOLIO. A collection of buildings or other constructed faci-
lities managed by a single agency or other owner.

CANYON. Vertical service bays designed to house communications, electrical,
and mechanical service distribution equipment in a readily accessible way;
a type of accessible service area.

COMMISSIONING. An activity, commenced at completion of construction
and often including initial user occupancy, intended to check functional
subsystems, to determine that the facility is functioning properly, and to
undertake any necessary remedial action. Commissioning typically spans a
period of 6 to 12 months.
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